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When raffle winner 
Carol Prosser 
discovered she  
had won two  
tickets for TG’s  

90th anniversary cruise, her first  
reaction was, ‘I don’t want to go!’ 

‘I’m not well travelled and it seemed 
completely out of my comfort zone,’ 
explains Carol, Chairman of Hillmorton 
& Paddox Guild. ‘But I spoke to both  
my family and the Guild and I got so 
much encouragement from them that  
in the end I said, “OK, let’s go for it!”’

As the prize included two tickets,  
Carol invited her daughter, Joanne,  
to go with her. ‘She didn’t need asking 
twice!’ smiles Carol. ‘As it got nearer the 
date, I grew more and more enthusiastic.’

When embarkation day arrived, Carol, 
Joanne and all the other Townswomen 
headed to Newcastle to board the 
Balmoral. Following a lifeboat drill, they 
finally set sail. Of the Balmoral, Carol 
says: ‘It was so big! It took me a couple 
of days to stop getting lost, as I have no 
sense of direction!’

LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE
Entertainment over the eight days 
included a drinks party, talks by former 
politician Edwina Currie, a quiz, a 
comedy show, and more. And on the 
Monday night, some members from 

BULLETIN EVENTS ROUND-UP

All aboard
In September, 59 Townswomen, friends and family 

members set sail on TG’s birthday cruise to Scandinavia

Brackley Guild in North Wales were in 
the disco until 1am! As National Chair 
Penny Ryan says: ‘Those ladies were 
certainly no lightweights!’

The TG Trustees also hosted two craft 
sessions during the voyage. ‘These were 
open to both members and other guests, 
and about 60 ladies joined us,’ says 
Penny. Carol was one of these, making 
bookmarks and knitting small squares 
for a blanket.

On the second evening, members 
attended a special formal dinner. 
‘Everyone looked very glamorous,’  
says Penny, who was impressed with  
all the meals on board. ‘The food was 
great and the service impeccable,’  
she explains.

Carol liked the food too, but most of 
all she enjoyed the mealtime company of 
fellow TG members. ‘There would be six 
TG ladies to each table, which was really 
great as you could talk about TG. Meeting 
Townswomen I hadn’t met before from all 
over the country was lovely.

‘Fellow guests were also very chatty in 
the lifts and around the ship,’ she adds. 
‘The whole atmosphere was really nice.’

Scandinavia itself scored a hit with 
Carol. ‘It’s so clean and there’s absolutely 
no rubbish,’ she says. ‘People were 

A formal photograph  
on the final day
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Carol Prosser, 
cruise convert
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